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Measure defincs
prostitution 10
take in sex shows

by KL Bicgser

SAN DIEGO, Calil. — A former
porn star and her fledgling founda-
lion are pushing a California baliot
measurc that will expand the defini-
tion of prosttutian ki include per
formers in Jive scx shows and mov-

ics,

1ina Maric Abato, 26, nppeared in
more than 200 X-rated movies us
Holly Ryder. Afier leaving the por-
nography business in 1992 she cslab-
lishcd the Holly Ryder Foundation
1ohelp the runaways she helieves arc
attracted (o the adult fim industry
based in Hollywood.

“H:)llywmd is 1bc'5‘u‘. 1 ngeminu-
tion for runaways,” John l‘%“.‘ s
patrick, 29, 1he foundutinn’s publl-
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cist, who has worked with the
Salvafion Artmy and various child-
abuse groups. “The porn industry Is
preying on runawsys and cxposing
performers to discase;’ he sald,
. Miss Abato, now studying 1o beca

inadul filns, in which shu saysdru
use is rampant, is the *“worst vhoick,
& porson can gel info! Those who s
it ms a viciimlcss crime, she said,
“huave nucmpathyfur]mqﬂcwhom
being burt

Miss Abato and several assoclates
also established a political action
commiltee, the Holly Ryder Com:
missiun, which I8 sccking to place
the “prostitution prohbibition injtia-
tive™ on the 1994 ballot.

_ Shuuld such an Inhtintive pass, it
would become part of the California
constitution. If declarcd a form of
prostitution, X-rated movies would
in cffect he banned in Califurnia,
where they have been protecied by
the courls s free speech since the
andmark Poople vs. Freeman casc
in 1988,

Miss Abatn believes that, under
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Those who see it as a
victimless crime “‘have
no empathy for people
who are being hurt.”

speoch.

“P'm against censorehip,” she suld
in an intervicw “UThis is an anti-
prostitution amendment. We are not
agains the piclures themsclves. Tty

1) for mo,

T. Jolzpalric <
spanise of the pornopraphy industry
10 the initiative s hostile. ' We've re-
ceived vbscene phone calls and
we've boen stalked,” he said.
Beverly Hills lawyer Juhn Weston,
who represents the Adull Video As-

Former porn star strikes at industry

socintion, has mocked Miss Abaloy
offorts as “cuckoo” In pross inter
vicws. But some legal scholars view
the upproach as both valid and

cver

Miss Abato belicvcs thal the pro-
posed nmendment will be uphcld by
a federal court reviow under a 1968
decision of the US. Supreme Court

'_W!ﬁ...—-s.' d Swawes M;EQEDM
coise, Mirs Abaw soid, “the courl
ruled that the govermimont may *cg-
vlate ‘cunduct® where elcments of
‘gpeech’ exist if speceh is incidenal
10 the conduct 1o be rcgulated under
law™

Mr. Fitepatrick said thut (ho New
York-bascd Moralhy in Media had
provided belp in preparing the
amendment.

«Thix is somcthing Lrand new’
Mr. Fitzpatrick said of the initiative,
wgnd what we expect is 1 volunteer
basc and major statewide en-
dorsements” 3

=We need ol the help we can gel
with the kignatures, suid, Miss
Abalo, who expects the initiative to
qualify. v




