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Spotlighting the Collections

Henry Minton Unlocks the Thomas N. Painter Collection

t's a scholar’s dream: striking “a mother

lode of archival riches.” That’s how Henry
Minton describes his discovery of the Thomas
N. Painter Collection.

In 1995 Minton visited the Kinscy to
research a book on how homosexuals in the
pre—gay liberation era tried to use scientific
research as a vehicle for homosexual rights. He
knew that Painter’s unpublished manuscript
on homosexual prostitution resided art the
Institute, and he suspected that Painter would
be of some importance in his work. But in the
course of thar first visit, Minton found a
cabiner loaded with an astonishing corpus of
archival materials, and he apened a door inta
a life that was rendered remarkably complete.
Painter (1928-1974) became one of the
principal figures in Minton’s project.

Painter was not a professional sexologist.

. Painw,

photagraph by
Witiiam Dellueshack

He was, however, the first homosexual
contact to establish a working
relationship with Alfred Kinsey and the
Institute. From 1945 through 1973,
Painter entered almost daily reports in
journals sent to Kinsey and successive
Kinsey Institute directors, detailing his
life in a gay male subculture. Those

journals are only a part of the collection

housed at the Institurte.
While Painter was one of many contacts
whom Kinsey encouraged to record their
sexual experiences, his autobiographical
records are amang the most derailed and
the most self-aware. Painter had a highly
developed sense of his life as a story that was
waiting to be told by a future biographer,
whom he referred to as “Mr. X." Indeed,
Minton found that the autobiographical
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essays Painter had
left for his hoped-
for biographer

were what helped

him most in his
own research.

“Thart's what's so

amazing,” says

Henry Minton.

Though he was
not a professional researcher, “Painter was a
talented writer-ethnographer with a sense of
archival preservation.”

Minton’s work in the Kinsey collections is
part of his forthcoming book, Departing from
Deviance: A History of Homosexual Rights and
Emancipatory Science in America (University
of Chicago Press). While Painter’s hiography
is yet to be written, the Thomas N. Painter

Collection has many stories to rell. £

fessor FHmeritus it the
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“Painrer was a ralented writer-ethnographer

with a sense of archival preservation.”

Finding Treasures in the Archives

hamas Painter left an

T astonishing variety of
materials to the Instiure—
manuscripts, correspondence,
photographs, drwings,
bound journals, and much
more—including manuscripts
written under a pseudonym.
Such large, diverse collections
pose challenges for the
archivist secking to catalogue
multifacered materials and
make them accessible for
resea rCIL

Liana Zhou, head of the
Institute Library, is creating
tools that will make it easier to
explore the Institute’s archival
treasures. With funding from

a Rackefeller grant—and help

from graduate scudent Julie
Thomas, Indiana University
faculty, and Kinsey Institute

staff—she is creating brief

inventories, and guides that

will give researchers concise

Confidentiality protocols
apply. achieving the delicare
balance between preserving
donors’ privacy and offering
access to qualified researchers.
Finding aids for fifteen
callections have been
completed so far, and even
more will be available on the
Institute’s Web site by the end

of the year. Browse abstracts

for the following collections
at mvw.kinseyinst.itute.org/

library/abstract.html:

» B.E.M Erotica Manuscript

abseracts, itemized

* Harry Benjamin

* Le Mon Clark

o Alex Comfort

* Robert Latou Dickinson
» Alberrt Ellis

* Havelock Ellis

* Alice Field

+ Magnus Hirschfeld
+ Alfred Kinsey

+ Kinsey Institute

* Carney Landis

¢ John Money

.'l]‘ld accurate overviews Of

individual collections.

¢ Thomas N. Painter

« Society for the Scientific
Study of Sexuality

Discussing Female

W hen Cynthia Graham and Stephanie
Sanders began recruiting for focus
groups on female sexuality, there was no
shortage of volunteers. From November
2000 until March of this year, cighty women
participated in nine groups facilitated by
Graham, Sanders, and assistants Sarah
Upchurch and Kari Burns.

The data they gathered will be used ro
design a questionnaire intended to collecr
accurate information on what enhances or
inhibits sexual arousal in women. “We didn't
want to simply modify the questionnaire used
for men,” says Cynthia Graham, Clinical
Assistant Professor of Psychology at Indiana
University. “We wanted to start from scrarch.”
Kinsey Institute Associate Director Stephanic
Sanders adds thar “the data we collected in the
focus groups is rich and is proving to be quire

helpful in identifying a variety of factors

Sexuality

relevant o sexual excitation
and sexual inhibition.” And
aside from its value in
developing the questionnaire,
thar dara is itself “worthy of
publication,” says Sanders.

In their call for volunteers,
the researchers quickly met
their quota for student
participants. Non-white, non-student
participants were harder to get. So fliers went
aut to a varicty of locations off campus,
induding churches, laundromats, and grocery
stores. The resulting pool of women mnged in
age from 19 to 84. Of the nine focus groups,
six were divided on the basis of age, with two
groups each representing women 18-24, 25-
45, and 46 and older. These groups included
students, non-students, and women of mixed

ethnidities. Two groups were devoted to

&

lesbians and bisexuals,
and one was composed
of African-American
women. At the
conclusion of each
focus group, all contact
information was
destroyed, preserving
participants’ privacy.
Graham found that “not only were the
participants eager, it was hard to get them 1o
stop talking!” Instead of having to rely on
scripts to guide discussion, facilitators found
that the women themselves brought up key
issues—for example, body image. The focus
groups proved to be as valuable to the
valunteer participants as they were to the
researchers. “These women were getting
information and reassurance about their

own sexuality.” B



Surgeon General Issues Call to Action

n June 2001, Surgeon General David
I Satcher released his Call to Action to
Promote Sexual Health and Responsible
Sexual Behavior. This documenc is the
product of a collaborative process involving
experts from the academic, medical, and
religious communitics, as well as policy-
makers, teachers, advocates, parents, and
youth. In the Call to Action, Satcher notes

the “serious public health challenge regarding

the sexual health of our nation™ posed by a
number of problems, including sexually
transmitted diseases; HIV; unintended

pregnancies; child sexual abuse: and rape.

Satcher outlines three “science-based”™

o impiementing and strengthening
iriierventions — through strong families,
and well-trained health professionals who
deal with sexual issues; berter access to
health care services for the economically
disadvaneaged, mcial and ethnic minorities,
people of different sexual identities,

the disabled, and adolescents; and

-

Expanding the reseaich base — promoting
further scientific study of human sexual
development and reproductive health
throughour the entire lifespan, not just

the reproductive years.

In addition to outlining these strategies,
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wwwy Kinseyinstitute.org

;o\}v what you think of our new Web site design, which includes

“images from our collections, an updated “navigation system,” sexuality
information links, access to the library catalog, and on-line forms for

Friends membership and donations.






