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By Marshall McLuhan and George B. Leonard Sex
as we know it may soon be dead. But the surprising
future will be far from sexless. Generations to come
~may find all of life more erotic than now seems possible.

CWELL, 11 FixaLLy iapeesen.” Michael Murphy
of California’s Esalen lustitule recently said. <A
young person came up o talk with me, and |
couldn’t 1ell if this person was a man or a wom-
an. Now. I've seen plenty of voung people of hoth
sexes dressed in slacks, sweater and long hair, but
I'd always heen able 1o lind some sexually distin-
uishing elue, This time there was no way Jor me
to tell. | admit it shook me up. 1 did’t know exact-
Iy how 1o relate, [ felt it would take a new kind of
relating. no matter if it were a hoy or wirl.”

The episode is extreme. but it points lo a
strong trend. In today’s most technologically ad-
vanved societies, especially urban Britain and
America, members of the younger generation are
making it clear—in dress and musice, deeds and
words—just how unequivocally they reject their
eldders’ sexual workd, It is templing to treat the ex-
tremes as fads: perhaps many of them are. But be-
neath the external symptoms, deep transforming
forces are at work.

Sex as we now think of it may soon be dead.
Sexual concepts, ideals and practices already are
heing altered almost beyond recognition. Marriage
and 1he family are shifting into new dimensions.
What it will mean to he boy or girl, man or wom-
an, hushand or wife, male or female may come as
one of the great surprises the future holds for us.

We study the future the hetter to understand a
present that will not stand still for inspection. To-
day. corporations, foundations and governments
are asking a new breed of experts called **futurists”
to tell them how things are going to be. These
futurists tend to limit theie predictions 1o things
rather than people. Their imaginations and their
computers light Tuture wars. knil fulure systems
of economics. transportation and communication.
il Tuture cities of fantastic cast, Into these wars,
systems and cities. they place peaple just like us—
and thereby falsify all their predictions. By default
vather than design. most Toturists assume that
“human natuge” will hold firm. They ignore the
fact that technological change has always strack
human life right at the heart. cha preople just
as il changes things

This muay be especially true of sexc A history
of mankind in terms of sexual practices would
mahe wildly variegated reading, Many aneient
vivilizations. for example, encouraged varving de-
grees of incest. and the Plolemies. successors o
AMlexander the Great, practiced marriage between
brother and sister for some three hundeed years
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with no obvious ill effect. Modern anthropologists
have brought back stories of present.day primitive
tribes whose sex customs confound our traditional
notion that there is only one “natural™ pattern of
relationship between the sexes.

In early man, just as in most of the higher
mammals. males and females lived rather similar
lives. with little specialization except where child-
hearing and childrearing were concerned. Life for
every member of a primilive hunting tribe was
integral, all-involving: there could he no feminist
movement, nor any special class of homosexuals or
prostitutes. But when mankind turned from hunt-
ing to farming, and then to creating cities. empires,
pyramids and temples. men and women were split
apart in ways that went far heyond biology. Many
menheeamespecialists—kings, workers.merchants,
warriors, farmers, scribes—in the increasingly
complex social machine. Most women fell heir
lo less specialized, but separate, domestic tasks.

With the coming of writing, it was the manly
virtues that were recorded and extolled. As Charles
W. Ferguson points out in The Male A titude, men
have kept the records of the race, which may ex-
plain why history is a chironicle of war, conquest,
polities, hot competition and abstract reasoning.
“What survives in the hroad account of the days
before the modern era,” Ferguson wriles, “is a
picture of a humankind full of hostility and in-
evitable hate.” (100K researchers were surprised
10 find that, until relatively recent times, female
Dirths and deaths often were not even recorded. |
Ancient writers exaggerated the biological as well
as the social differences hetween the sexes. with
the female coming off very badly indeed.

The Romans invented the word sextes, prob.
ably deriving it from the Latin verb secare, o cut
or sever. And that is exaetly what civilization las
done 1o man and woman, The cutting apart of the
seaes rarely has been more drastic than in the ine
dustrial age of Europe and America. the period
that was presaged by the invention of printing
around 1160, and that is now changing into some-
thing new right before our eves,

Throughout the Middle Ages, there had been
less separateness between wen and women. Pri-
vaey, for example, was unwished. Houses had no
hallways: hedrooms served as passagesays and
sleeping places for children, velatives and visitors.
along with married couples. Undey such eireum-
stanees. the sexual act merged casify with the rest
of fife. Languagze now considered intimate or vul-

gar was part of ordinary conversation. Childhood
did not exist as a separate category. At about age
seven, children simply moved into the grown-up
world: paintings of that day depict the young as
sealed-down adults. even to the matter of clothing.

After printing. however, human life became
increasingly visual and compartmentalized. Archi-
tecture look up the idea of visual enclosure. with
privale rooms connected by hallways. It was only
when this happened that childhood separated out
from the rest of life. At the same time, sexual ac-
tivity went underground. Hidden and mysterious.
it receded into a realm apart from ordinary exis-
tence, hecoming more and more fraught with a
special intensity, a vague anxiety. Indecencey, por-
nography and obscenity came into heing as a ve-
sult of specialist siress on separate parts of the
hody. By the time of Queen Victoria, the split be-
tween sex and the proper life was complete. Any
wedding night. after a five. lo len-year engage-
ment, was likely to he a trauma.

Freud flushed sex up out of the underground.
but he, like his contemporaries, saw it as an ex-
plosive, a possible threat to whatever held cjviliza-
tion together. In his time—and even up to the pres.
ent—the forces of life seemed constantly at odds
with one another: since the Renaissance, it has
seemed necessary to pen them up in separate com-
partments. The industrial age built more than its
share of these boxes. It split class from class, job
from job, profession from profession, work from
play s divorced the self from the reality and joy of
the present moment: fragmented the senses from
the emotions. from the intellect: and, perhaps most
importantly of all, created highly specialized and
standardized males and females.

The ideal male of the industrial age was “all
man.” He was essive, competitive, logieal.

tad
This man of action was alsa an apostle of the

abstract. And he feared 10 show much emotion.

The ideal woman. for her parl. was emotional.
intuitive, guilefully practical. submissive. Mafe-
ness and femaleness were separale lerritories: man
and woman shared only a timy plot of common
humanity. The wonder is that the twoe could gel
together long enough to continue the race,

When sex—under the influenee of Freud. fac-
tovies. the antomohile and world wars—came out
into the open 1o hecome SEX. a peculiar thing
happened: People were supposed 1o be free and
frequent with their sesual activity. Women were
supposed 1o turn from Vietorian propriety (o pas:
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ssponsiveness. And yet the basice ideals of
maleness and femaleness continued unchanged. It
was like a revolution without popular support: a
lot of slogans, shouting and confusion, hut not
much revolution.

The only real attempt at change up until the
present turned out 1o e abortive, \\mm n of fem-
inist persuasion, viewing the action and the power
over there in the arena of aggressiveness, special-
ization and hot competition, tried 1o take on the
attributes of maleness. How ironical! They may
have been heading in the wrong divection. When
the Victorian novelist George Meredith wrote, =1

ot that Woman will be the last thing civilized

Jdan,” he was unknowingly deseribing her fit-
ness for the post-civilized Electrie Ace. Where the
old luhimh:;;) split people and the world aparl,
demanded human fragmentation,
||~|-]mu|u_'_-_\ is putting Humpty Dumpty back to-
I is most doubtful, in the new
that the ll-lt”\ ‘male”™ qualities will he of much
use. In fact, there may well be little need forstan-
dardized males or females.,

T
dustrial period, DLHL Lawrence place «l his chavac-
ters against a backdrop of factories. mines, smoke-

the emerging

ing to deline a new sexuality in the in-

stacks, His most successful sexual hero Gin Lady
Chatterley’s Lover) was a he may he
viewed as the closest Lawrence could vel Lo the
primitive hunter, In a sense. the man of the future
will bhe i hunter.
acog ina social machine, The coming

mekeeper:

an il(l\l'llll]l'l'f‘. i I'l“il'(lll"lﬁ'l'—llnl
dinked
by all- volving, instantancous, responsive, elec
“tribal”
The whole husiness of sex nun

Lronie communie
A industrinl.”
me again, as in the tribal states plav—[reer,
but less important.
When survey -tihers
sexual revolution among our voung peaple by

lil)ll. Illil} =Cen more

“prove” that there is no
showing that the Trequency of sexual intercourse
s not ereatly inereased. they ave missing the

point completelv, Indeed. the Trequeney of inter-

course may decrease in the future because of a veal
revolution in attitudes toward, feelings about and
uses of sex. 1‘5[)e‘t'iil||) r'mu't'rnin;: the roles of male
and female. What are those young men with long,
flowing hair really saving? In what may seem a
ludicrous overstatement, they are sending a clear
mes “We are no longer
afraid to display what you may call *feminine.” We
are willing to reveal that we have feelings, weak-
nesses, lenderness—that we are human, And, by
the way, we just may be vidiculing all of those up-
ticht movie males with cropped hair and unflinch-
ing eyes, We're betting they can’t touch our girls.”
Indeed. the long-haired hovs™ appeal is not esthel-
ie, but sexual: not private, but corporate,

Bear in mind that the Beatles™ dazzling early
success, long hefore their remarkable musician-
ship came clear. was conferved upon them by mil-
lions of voung jemales who were transported by

e 1o all who will listen:

those (L

hov hairdos and those sensitive faces,
And the Beatles were not the first in a modern
lineage of girl-movers. A vounger, slenderer, ten-
derer Frank Sinatva. and then a hip-swiveling Elvis
Preslev, had reduced earlier sub-generations to
squeals and moans, 1t takes a particularly obsti-
nate blindness not 1o realize that an illli“l_\ to free
emotions, and not a fragmented “all-maleness,”
provides today’s most compelling erotic appeal.

We mi

new  leen-g

walso confess that our reading of the
“eonforminn™ ol dress and hairdo
[ails 1o consider the social vitualism of these forms.
They express the new desive for depth involve-
ment insocial life vather than ezotistic eceentrieity.
The trend F|u'|||;1]|- without the ex;
hair stvled seems likely o continue, The all-sen-
sorv. all-pervasive total environment of the future

may he no place for the narrow-gange, speeialized
male, Fmotional ri

e psyehic mobility man
he valoed. Heightened intuition may he required,
The hreed of hombre generally portraved by John

“Be a man!”

Wayne is alveady an anachronism.
the hombre bellows. and the maore |u'||'l‘|)li\|- ol
our young laugh.

A i the narrow ~eauge male is not |1lll_'_’,||e'<|
oul of existence, he nay . iterally, die aul. Special-
ized, competitive man is particularly susceptible
Lo the maladies of the involuntary musele, nervous
and vasenlar systems=. A US0male's life expectaney
now is seven vears less than a female’s, Figures on

carlier times arve impossible to verifv, hut one thi
is sure: the gap has never been greater, Men \\||u

sinside the hoxes of [l.l",:llll nted civilization

—whether bus driver, production-line worker or
professional specialist—die ofl’ at an alarming rate
from the heart and gut diseases. Figures for the
peptic uleer are particularly revealing: deaths for
white men are four times that for white women in
the U.S. But the female death rate. as women have
started pushing into the man’s world. has been
rising. And what about today’s younger zenera-
tion, those under 257 Here are the children of TV
and science liction, the pioneers of the Eleetrie
Age, the lirst humans to sample, even briefly and
incompletely, the less fragmented. less competitive.
more involving future. What of these tentatively
retribalized young men? We may prediet that
their uleer rate will decline,

No surprise, In the most isolated primitive
tribes, those whose members still operate as free-
roving hunters, digestive disorders are practically
unknown and the usual civilized heart troubles arve
rare. Significantly. these people make little dis-
tinction between the ideal qualities of male and
female. As the noted British anthropologist Geof-
frey Gorer writes concerning the peace-loving Pyg-
mies of Africa, the Arapesh of New Guinea and
the Lepchas of Sikkim: “Men and women have
different primary sexual characteristics—a source
of endless merriment as well as more concrete satis-
factions—and some dillerent skills and aptitudes,
No child, however, grows up with the injunctions,
Al real men do .. or “No proper woman does
.« so that there is no confusion of sexual iden-
tity : no cases ol sexual inversion have been report-
ed among them. The model for the srowing child
i.‘\ oaone I)IA conerele ;]('l'{“l'l]l;”l('l' ('|[|(I fl'{l”l\ ('I]jll)-
ment, nol of metaphysical, symbolic achievements
or of ardeals to be surmounted. They do not have

}ll'l‘(ll'.“ or ““lll_\ rs lo (‘HIlIE.‘IIl' Oor Cow ilr‘(lh or ll;li
o happy, hardsworking and
productive life is within the reach of all.”

It would seem that in the usual,
sressive Western sense is if nothing else. un-
healthy, To live an ordinary peacetime life in the
US.—as a recent Army study of the “nervous
secretions” of combat soldiers in Vietnam shows—
is as bad or worse Tor your gut, heart and nervous
enemy bullets. But the present
fragmented r'i\'iii/nliun seems on ils way oul, and
means could swiltly change.
Ixtremes create u|r|nl.-il|' extremes, The S|
auge male of the indostrial age
produced—in ideal. at leasi—the specialized wom-
an. The age stressed the visual over the othe

tors to despise:

“heing aman

system as [acing

what “heing a man’

o

cialized, narron -

conlinued
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FUFI-‘URE OF SEX CONTINUED

senses: the fast development of photography. and then movies, helped
pull femaleness up from the context of life, of actuality. and make it
something special, intense, “hot.”

(;rnlt-sqlll* and distorted extremes tend to pop oul just at the end
of any era. a good example being the recent rash of blown-up photo-
graphic nudes. The foldout playmate in Playboy Magazine—she of
outsize hreast and buttocks, pictured in sharp detail—signals the death
throes of a departing age. Already, she is beginning to appear quaint,
not sexy. She might still be possible for a while in a wide-screen,
color movie tanother hot medium ). But try to imagine her. in that
same artificial pose. on the intimate, involving, “cool™ television set
in your living room.

Don’t throw away your Playboy foldouts, however. Sooner than
it may scem possible. those playmate-size nudes may hecome fashion-
able as collectors™ items. having the same old-timey quality for future
gencrations that cigar-store Indians and Vietorian cartoons have for
us. This is not to say that nudity is on its way out. On the contrary.,
it will most likely inerease in the neo-tribal future. But it will merge
into the context of ordinary living, hecoming not <o much lurid and
sexy as natural and sensuous.

Already. new “sex symbols™ poke fun at the super female, Nota-
ble among them is the boyish and gentle young model known as
Twiggy. Sophia Loren. for example. is to Twviggy as a Rubens painting
is to an N ray. And what does an N ray of a woman reveal? Not a
realistic picture. hut a deep. involving image. Not a specialized fe-
male. hut a fuman being.

It s toward a common humanity that both sexes now tend. As
artificial. .-«m'i:l“_\'—im]uhc’c| distinetions rli.-;lppl'ﬂl'. the unalterable
essentials of maleness and femaleness may assume their rightful im-
portance and delight. The lusty Gallie salute. 1 ive la différence!, rings
truer about biology than ahout mores. mannerisms and dress. Fyven
fashion speaks. “Glamour™ was a form of armor, designed to insulate,
to separate. The new styles. male and female. invite dialogue,

The Pill makes a woman a Bomb

HiLE sori SEXES will probably change. most men
will have Tarther to go than most women in ad-
justing to the new life, In an unspecialized world of computers and all-
enveloping communications, sensitive intuition and openness will win
more prizes, il you will. than unfeeling simplistic logic. Right now. it
i~ impossible to guess how many companies are heing held together
by intuitive and sensitive executive secretaries. Fortunate is the enter-
prise that has a womanly woman (not a brittle, feminist dame) as a
high-level officer. Many forward-looking corporations. especially in
the acrospace industry. already are engaged in sensitivity-training
sessions for their male executives, The hehavior encouraged in these
sessions would make a John Wayne character winee: Manly males
learn how to reveal their emotions, 1o hecome sensitive to others, Lo
weep openly if that is what they feel like doing—all this in the pursuit
of ]Ii_'_‘lll'l' ]lrnli],-_ an;—iti\ih works. The new ll'('IHlll'l):_{}7l'|llllll|l‘\_
interrelated. responsive—demands it
The demands Tor new male and Temale ideals and actions are
all around = ¢l

naing people in many a subtle and nnsuspeeted way.
But there i ~J||1'~|n'|‘i|i|‘ ||r‘n|i|||'l of modern ll'('llltulu_'_"_\ the conlracep-
tive pill. that can blow the old houndaries =ky high. Tt makes it pos-
sible Tor sexual woman to act like sexual man. Just as the Bomb in-
stantly wipes out all the separating houndaries essential 1o conven-
tional war. the Pill erases the old sexual houndaries in a flash, The Pill
'llilk|" waonkn a I;”“II’. .\.Ill‘ creales i new l\..“HI (Jr fr.’l:_‘.l”l‘ll‘il[illn_ ‘-t‘!l-
arating sexual intercourse from procreation. She also explodes old
harriers hetween the sexes, bringing them eloser together. Wateh for
traditions to fall.

Romantie Love seems a likely vietinme As o speeialty, romance
was an invention of the late Middle '\.::('.-. i !l'illrilpll of |Ii;:|t[_\ in-



dividualistic enterprise. Tt requires separation, unfullillment. The
chase is everything—the man aflame, the maiden coy. Sexual con-
summation hursts the balloon of yearning. As in the romantic movies,
the significant embrace can hardly he imagined without *The Fnd™
printed over it Indeed, what we have called sex in recent decades may
he viewed as the lag end of Romantic Love.

As a way of seleeting a spouse. romance (I all the world, you
are the only girl for me™ ) never worked very well, Back in the T6th
century, Boswell may have felt some shock at Dr. Johnson™s answer
to his question: “Pray. Sir, do you not suppose there are fifty women
in the world, with any one of whom a man may be as happy. as with
anyesne woman in particular?” John=on rveplicd: “Ayel fifty thou-
sl The future may well agree with De, Jolmson, Tt is dillicult 1o
play the coy maiden on a daily diet of contraceptive pills. And the

appeal of computer dating <uggests that young people are secking
out a wide and quite practical range of qualities in their mates—not
just romance or high-intensity sex appeal. Heresin fact. may be the
l'l"('[l'(]“i(: l'Ull"ll'l'Il”l'I “f ;Il‘l‘.’lll;,:l‘tl |1|2“‘]'i-'|;.{|'.

'I‘I“' gl"'ﬂt ‘”y“*lil'h ll:l\‘l‘ ill\\'ﬂ‘\‘\ |N'|'|'1':|\|'I| I:“”h’lllli(' l_ll\“' HE]
somehow defective, as a double cgo that selfishly ignores other
people. Today’s youngsters have a different way of putting it: “Our
parents” generation i hung up about \1-\:"

Youthful sexuality is cooling down

s Roatanrie Love fades, so may sexual privacy, Already.
young people shock their elders by casually conversing
on mallers pr

'\‘i““.“'l}' ('1|||Pi1||'|'|'l| |“P seerel, f‘l“'l II"' 'lill]li"!". ll")!‘ﬂ'
ill';l?‘h ‘li(,l]('l']'F |lr ew Ii‘-l' Ilillll'l'll‘\, Ilil\l' |'l'\‘|'|'1l'l[‘— IN).\',‘- il“.ll Fill" lo-
gether, along with a few little childven—to the communal living of the
Middle Ages or the primitive tribe, [Uis not uncommon to find a goodly
mixture of them r-lt't'ping in one room. Readers who {'ll\'ir;i;_'n' wild
orgies just don’t get the picture, Most of the hippies are not hung up on
sex. To them, sex is merely one of imany sensory experiences, [tis avail-
able when desired—therefore perhaps not o desperately pursoed.
Today. sex is returning to the adult world just as childhood s
onee again hecoming enmeshed in grown-up matters. The dream girl
or (JI'|'“"“ gu}' i_‘-\ II('('(‘[IIi“F HES l'l!(l ian illf'il = 1hl' ‘Il‘l'(llll Ill)ll?‘l' “'I il \\|J|'||I
At

theme rate that it becomes aceessible, itis cooling down. A couple

of integral urban design. Sexis becoming sccondary to the young,
0 agers like Romeo and Juliet would now have some of their
most dramatic moments deeiding on the kind of education they want
for their children, plus a second career Tor Romeo inmididle age.

In future generations, it scems most likely that sex will merge
with the rest of Tife, that it will settle down and take its place within a
whole spectrum of r-\pq':‘i:°r1t'|'-. You |||i;|ll not think so. what with the
outpouring of sexcd-up novels and plays sinee World War 1. But
these, like the slickly pictured playmates, bring 1o mind the death
rattle of an era. When a novelist like Norman Mailer contends that
man is hoxed-in by civilized constraints, he is gquite vight. But when he
goes on to say that the free homan spivit can now assert itself mostly
I]lr(l”;"'l SN i”'l!{ \‘i”ll'l"'l'. I||' iﬁ l)l'i”",: |1||‘|'|'|_\ \ .“'I(H'i"l”.

The more that modern weiters present sexual ;|('|i\'ity HERTIN THE
rate, highly defined. " hot™ aspeet of life the more they hasten the death
of SEX. Most “literary™ novelists have not yet discovered the present.
much less glimpsed the future: which i= one reason why <o many of
the brighter college students have turned to anti-novels and. in spite of
itsanestionable literary reputation. science fiection. Robert Heinlein's
A cer in a Strange Land o popular anderground hook, tells of an
allempl to =el up Martian. rather than the usual human, |‘l'|:l|il)l|r~|li|l.\
III'I'I} on l'q'l]‘l!l_ Ill [hl'?‘(' ]Al']"lli““ﬁlli]l.". \\I“ll we lerm sex i?— ('()””ll“”i‘l
and multisensual. There = no <sharp. artilicial distinetion: hetween
male and Temale roles, Sex blends with other activities that might he
called mystical. And there is even the need Tor a new word (Heinlein
alls it “growing closer™) for this demi-erotie mode of relating. Many

continued
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young people see something of their own aspirations in the Heinlein
hook and others similar to it. Norman O. Brown (Life Against Death,
Love’s Body) strikes an equally sympathetie response with his thesis
that eivilized man has even fragmented his physical person. Aecord-
ing to Brown, many people can feel sexual pleasure only in the sex
organs themselves: the rich sensory universe of the rest of the body
has been deadened.

Just as the Electrie Age. with its multitudinous communication
aids, is extending the human nervous system outside the body. it is
also ercating o new desive for exploration inside the sell. This inner
trip seeks ways to awaken all the senses. to find long-lost human
capacilies. Lo discover turn-ons heyond the narrowly sexual. One
instance of this new drive for depth involvement i= the growing nation-
al interest in Oriental religion and philosophy: anather. riskier, one
i« increasing vse of Lsp and marijuana among young people. These
drugs. the experimentalists elaim. very quickly “blow your mind.”
whicl is to say. they knock out the old partitions within the sell. allow-
ing new connections to be made. Some theorists also say that the new
rock music with psychedelie light effects can aid the inner traveler.

Serious researchers are looking for means of accomplishing even

more without the use of drugs, Tn several eenters throughout the UL

they are working out techniques for awakening the body and senses.
espeetally those other than the purely visual, and for helping people
achieve the unusual psyehic states deseribed. for example. in the
literature of mysticism. The future will likely demonstrate that every
human heing has capacities for pleasure and fullillment heyond sex
that the present barely hints at,

In this rich context. those reports on the death of the American
family may turn out to have been premature. Actually, the family
may he moving into a Golden Age. With <o much experiment possible.
marriage may come later in life than ever before, Future family units
may not be separated from each other in little capsules. but may join
together in loosely organized “tribes.” As it is now. the capsular fam-
ily often has nowhere to turn for advice and encouragement when in
need, exeept 1o professional counselors or organizations. The in-
formal tribe of the Tuture ean provide a sounding board and a source
of support for each of its familics. far more responsive and more Jov-
ing than any professional helper.

Homosexuality may fade out

FEHEAARRIAGE CcOMING Jater in lifes it may also be-
come i more serious matter—perhaps as serions as
divoree. Some couples may even wish to write up a legally binding
separation agreement (to be revised when their financial and parental
situation changes) as a precondition to marriage. Thus. in o sense.
marriage hecomes “divoree.” With all this unpleasant business an-
ticipated and accomplished even hefore the nuptial vows are spoken.
divoree hecomes far casier—and probably far less likely. Tn any case.
the divoree rate will probably Tall.

Marriage—hrmly and willfully welded. centered on ereative
parenthood —may hecome the Tutore’s most stable institution, The
old. Largely disercdited “togetherness™ was hased on stercotyped con-
cepts of cach family member’s role. The new family. integral and
deeply involving, may provide the ideal unit for personal discovery.
for experiment in the scemingly infinite possibilities of heing human.
Fach new child can provide a new set of pereeptions for all the family.
Fach develops rapidly. urges change in parents and other children
alike. Itis possible that the Tamily of the Tuture may find its stability
in constant change, in the encouragement of what is unique in cach of
it~ members: that marriage. freed from the compulsions and restrie-
tions surrounding high-intensity SENX. can become Tar more sensual.
that is to say. more integral.

What about homosexuality and prostitution? Lifelong. :-|1|'('i;||—
ized sexual inversion has ballled many researchers. But may it not he

continued



ij”ﬁ Cool, dry
e feet intwo
‘v | shakes with

'&: Dr. Scholl’'s
Foot Powder.

- mrma

_ 'u.'..:;n’ \

Shake it on your feet. Shake some in

your shoes. Soothes hot, tired, tender
" Absorbs perspiration, helps

@neu!ralize foot odors.

Also in spray-on.
YTHING FOR FOOT CARE.
Do you really
know what you
NEED 0 know?

Brush up on your
~little-used skills with

WAAT D
fou KW
, ..

Hundreds of refresher-course
questions and answers about...

L

l
mask |

RPASLSCRRTIRE SIS SRR SRS

[ BIOLOGY [ Music
[] CHEMISTRY  [] GEOLOGY ‘_,;-
[0 MATHEMATICS [ PHILOSOPHY g
[J FRENCH [] ENGLISH |
NISH [0 GERMAN i
r INEERING [] GOVERNMENT
i CHOLOGY [ PHYSICAL ED. 5
O socloLoGY (1 PHYSICS A
[] ECONOMICS  [J SPEECH

[J HISTORY [] HUMANITIES
O] LITERATURE  [J] BIOLOGICAL SCI. !
[J EDUCATION (] PHYSICAL SCI. :
[] BUSINESS [J SOCIAL SCI.

$1.95 paper « $3.95 cloth %

At your bookstore now

1
COWLES EDUCATION CORPORATION |
LOOK Bullding/488 Madisan Avenus, New York 10022 ||

-

Now Possible To
Shrink Hemorrhoids

And Promptly Stop Itching,
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Science has found a medication with
the a&ility, in most cases —to stop
bus iteh, pain and actually shrink
hem._.noids.

In case after case doctors proved,
while gently relieving pain and itch-
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place.
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helps prevent further infection. In
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FUTURE OF SEX coxriven

viewed simply as a response to sexual overspecialization? Just as men
in our society are far more specialized than women, so male homo-
sexuality is far more prevalent, To “be a man” in the narrow sense
has often proven difficult and dehumanizing. In certain stressful and
ambiguous family situations, some young men have not been able to
pull it off. So they flip-flop over to the coin’s reverse side, the mirror
image of hyper-maleness—even more specialized, even more limiting.
If a new, less specialized maleness emerges, it is possible that the need
to turn to specialized homosexuality will decrease. There is a striking
absence of it among the communal-living young people of today.

As for prostitution, if it is the oldest profession (or, if you will,
service industry ), it is also one of the most ancient specialties—an
carly consequence of the creation of man-in-the-mass. Armies, mer-
chant fleets, work forces: Men without women demanded Woman, or
at least one aspect of her. So long as men are massed and shipped away
from home, this female specialist will likely follow. But, like homo-
sexuality, prostitution may also be looked upon as a response to a
certain kind of hyper-femininity. When men, as in the Victorian Age
and long after, require sexually-inhibited wives, they create an equal
and opposite demand for sexually-uninhibited partners-for-pay. As the
first requirement fades, so does the second. Already, call girls are be-
coming game for the aging. The whole notion seems somewhat ridic-
ulous to the young.

Indeed, the future may well wonder why there has been so much
fuss about sex over all these years. Sex may well be regaining some of
its traditional cool. It is still a three-letter word, despite the efforts of
its four-letter relatives to hot it up. This is not to say the future will
he sexless. Far from it, generations yet to come may very well find
all of life far more erotic than now seems possible.

Those who try to puzzle out any single sexual way for the next
age will probably find their efforts in vain. Rather, it seems, the future
holds out infinite variety, diversity. The search for a new sexuality is,
after all, a search for a new selfhood, a new way of relating. This search
already is well under way. What it turns up will surprise us all.  END
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