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WASHINGTON — Wken Judge
Mary Morgan walks into a court-
room, she’s doirg a little teachingon
theside, -

Asaleshian who is raising a child
inSanan&oowithhalong-ﬁ:;;
partner, Morgan is a reminder to
ﬁWMmmhhmMo
ieg too

“Because of knowing us, other
judges are much more familior with
and accepting of Jesbian and gay fam-
ilies,” aays Morgen, who hesheen a
Municipul Court judge since 1951,

“It matters that there ia diversity
onthe bench,” saysDonxza‘-h&.hens,
agay judge who sits on tha California
Superior Court.

“It is not unumual for me to talk to
people and say things like ...my
empbymmtdoan‘tpm:&the
same kind of bepefits for ray fami,
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diversity

s those of a marriad couple.”

Iﬁtchemmyspeopkarema)iy
surprisad,

‘It’snctthattheyenénrsethataa
a public policy,” ehe 2aya. Tt just nev-
er%fsonthem.f .

presence of openly gny
“chargzes the syatem,” msArtgd@s
Lecnard, a professor at Mew York
Law School who writes a newaletter
ongay legal issues.

“The result over the long term ..
xsthatgayhhgantswﬁlgetaﬁmer
ehake,” he adds.

Rand Schrader, a Los Angeles
Municipal Court judge who wes the
sewnd@en!ywmdzeappomtedm
the country (there are roughly a doz-
en openly gay judges in San Francis-
co, New York and Los Angeles), says
itisix?‘t)eitantforagayﬁxdﬁ:?;x
role to eet an examp
cini decorum and rectitude.

But Herbert Donaldson, @ Munic-
ipal Court fudge in Sen Francisco,

- said be will take some activist posi-

ses say the bench

tiors. He was arrested at a demon-
stration in Washinzton protesting
the Bowers va. Hardwick decision,
which upheld horosexnal sodomy
laws. No ene filed a complaint with
the judicial performance board.

“My feeling is that when | tock the
oatho"ofaee, 1didn’t giveup my

) ngh‘tofreeﬂpeech.

Gay judges say it is rare for anyone

" to question their

chjactivity.

Jerold Krieger, a Los Angeles Su-
perior Court judse, was recently
struck from a case by the Boy Scouts
of America, whichis beingsued by a
goy man who wants to be a Scout
leader. In Califorpis, both sides may
strile a judye without specifyinga
resson.

Adds Xrieger about the threatof
gay judges having their objectivity
questioned: “T look at myszalf ps wom-
en judges must kave felt and other

groups must have

underrepresented
- felt — that there’s alweys the prob- -~

lem of that accusation being made ”
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